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There Is enolosed herewith a translation of a recent >v 
article on German-Middle East Relatione by. Ciselher Vi - r a in g ^ 
one of the editors of "the influential veaklyrTrevs paper, 

Christ und Welt . In suggesting that some U.S. quarters would 
welcome- the Ulbricht visit as part of American detente pdlioy, 
the article illustrates how far otherwise responsible writers 
oan go when a foreign polioy problem becomes intertwined ’with 
the German question. Viraing ge nerally takes a pro-U.S, view 0 
on most important issues. 

. • V "For the Ambassador* k 
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* Translation of . 
• Viraing article. 

(Unclassified) 
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First Secretary of Embassy 
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Translation , ; 

of an article byGiselher Wiraing in pfrrlat und Walt for Fob 5 , 1965; 



A Stalingrad on the Nile * § . ' ' * - 

Ludwig Erhard’s Secret Diplomacy and its Results 

Tensions between Bonn and Cairo have a much deeper background 
and broader repercussions than presently assumed in the Federal' 

; Republic. With an indescribable innocence the Federal Government 
fell into a trap set by quite different forces and for quite 

• different, motives- What ve reported here a week ago is at last 

• common knowledge: Ulbricht* s’ invitation by Nasser is a reaction 

• to Bonn’s secret arms /supply agreements with Israel. Adenauer and 

* ^ Ben Gurion negotiated the first 8rms deal of this nature as early 
.as I960. The Gerraaps at that time tried to anticipate the worst 

repercussions, of the then impending Sic hmarni trial. Apparently 
•! this first arms deal of abqut '50 million dollars was completed last 

• - fall. . The Arab world knew about the shipments but; angrily accepted 

them: 7 . • •W7.‘ , l •*.; 7 *. 

V* According to a {lev York Times report .(which, however, couldT . 
have* been planted for a specific purpose) Israel and. Germany con- ' 
eluded a- Second- arms deal of 80 million dollars last October. Aside . 
-•V% r : v v.-V ; ^o® other weapons y. this new deal- primarily supplied. Israel with V fc 
ire ^American tanks of the M-48 type. If this report is correct, this . ' 




• i *: V ^Nasser, would not tolerate a .second -German-Isr sell arms deal 

e s had.to be expected that would blow up the so-far-* . 
doctrine and thus offer the Soviet Union the' ’ 
>• •. ■* ---- r --awaited opportunity to* elevate the position" of 'the Soviet . 

regime in* the Third World to s uch a level that further talks. • 7 
t*: Germany would be' superfluous. .* f 

' >r - • • v * ; * ; ’ •' /• • ■ .rV T-- 

his : .talk -with Ambassador Federer, Nasser pointed. out that. 
three 7years ^^ Ulbricht had sought an inyitation.'to 
^^^•had always been denied. Presumably Nasser .would not 
V. .to Shelenin’s renewed nressirre if the Federal Cover rn 
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Early this week ia anothet. disclosure the Jtgala^p!^ clawed ^ . ... 

that Washington had agreed to the supply of American tanks by- the • ■ Il.l > ,i 

Federal Republic. The paper also reported that the State Department - 

' ■’ primarily wanted to encumber the Germans with this deal rather than , , 

expose the U.'S. to later Arab reproaches. The Federal Republic ... 

agreed to this game although some influential politicians and. 

• German diplomats in the Near East had. emphatically warned of the . 

V great risk to the entire German position in the Third /.or Id. .. 

Since lest October's conference of the non-comraitted nations in 
. Cairo it was known, after all, that Nasser played a key role in; ... . . '.. •• 

• this world. This was particularly true after Nehru s death. This 

haa nothing to do. with whether or not we like or how we judge Nasser . ; 

It was elho known that the Federal Republic could hardly isolate . . ... 

a break with Egypt and that, from the moment of this break-,. the ...... ' .. 

I'-. • soviets were bound to brutally intensify their pressure upon Indie . •• ... , . 

^V'.: as the- second key country,of the Third. World in order -to undermine: • 

' “ the position of the Federal Republic there. All the many ramifi- r \ .; 

'cations of the arms deal with Israel which might lead far- beyond - ■ 

.r^., . Cairo to the -political destruction of thb position of the federal ;. .. . . 

; .Republic., were not seen. Instead, Bonn let itself be. guided by the 
^opportunism of. everyday politics'. . ... .*;'V i&'-VS 
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.'it should now. be noted 'that the' disclosures about Bonn's arms 
deai with Israel were made' by American circles . These disclosures 
" were made bv a paper which has for some time been hinting between 

* ' * ‘ * *1 .of the Soviet_Zone would. 

further detente between the 
cell for the removal 
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mow.- lillu ju* wucj.e . Israel comes .into the. picture In: Tel Aviy _ 
gl-bbserved wit h‘ great concern that de Gaulle was about to — 

‘ %T .Eastern policy and establish hot only, normal, but y . - 

i '.-'wit h i Egypt’.ST his rc o uld .0 nly mea n t-v' e v e ? : " ’ 
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since the Suez crisis. In December, de Gaulle sent former Minister , 
President Edgar Fsure, who also paved the way for the establishment 
of relations with Peking,, to Egypt for a three-week stay. This * c 
was bound to have an alarming effect on Tel Aviv. An invitation ■ 
of Nasser to Paris- no longer seemed out of the question. Under 
the circumstances it could only be in Israel’s interest to cut the 
Federal Republic off from any possibility of retreat. In other 
words,. Tel Aviv was suddenly no longer interested in keeping too 
. secret that secret agreement about arms supplies because the 

Israelis' properly. anticipated Nasser's reaction. 

When, last week, the Gerraen-Egyptian crisis was reaching its ' 
climax, the former Israeli chief of staff Moshe Dayan published an 
.article in Haaretz urging his Government to start a preventive war 
against' the Arabs as soon as the .latter begin to divert the water 
* of . the Jordan. Minister President Eshkol publicly joined in these 
threats. Whether bluffs or deadly earnest, these statements were 
nadeh at a time when they had to be oh Nasser's desk when he received *. 
the German Ambassador to discuss the invitation of Ulbricht. 

' - - Now could' Federer achieve anything in his talk with Nasser’ * 
i without announcing the immediate discontinuation of German arms - 

aid to Israel? Nasser's argument that in view of Dayan's threats 
this. arms aid now meant direct intervention in an imminent war 
-in the Near East .could no longer be met with general statements. 

Even though 'Minister Westrick, ; on the day before, had pointed out - 
•■to .an Israeli representative- how difficult the situation of the. . . 
Federal- Republic was because of these arms supplies, the Chancellor, 
in spite of -this dangerous aggravation for o'Jir entire fpreign 
polity, kept adhering to the principle 11 Pa eta sunt servanda" . 

•( "Treat iesjmust be observed"). Miracles were hoped for. . iv-^’ 

..’The ; . parties , including the opposition, hardly saw through , "■?] 

this- game being : played with the Federal Republic. :They gave vent - v, * 
,to their, emotions - egeinst. Nasser. • * He is certainly* not a gentleman, *' 
blit; the parties demanded about the most stupid thing conceivable in . 
this situation, namely, the use of our development aid to Egypt as 
a lever. It is true that development aid is always a political 
factor too, as all who give and accept it know, but in a crisis it 
i canhot be . used as ;axi instrument because It looks like blackmail and 
proyokes - the ^spite of . the other party, no' matter how much this oth^r 
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'* * Thus, 'the stupidity end lack of skill of the Germans in crises 
of foreign policy again manifests itself to an appalling degree* 
Unable -to understand the’ background of the whole affair, Bonn did 
“ exactly what Moscow hardly dared dream possible. It cannot be said 
at this moment whether and how it will still be possible toj heal 
.the breach that ie now opening, but it can be said that all 
responsible people in Bonn have helped so much to ruin past. German 
foreign .policy that it- hardly exists any longer* . . 
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